Editor: Cathie Carr

ESCAPEES Desktop Publishing: Susan Wiggins

Mail Service

101 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351 « 800-231-9896 * MailService@escapees.com

Escapees Mail Service Newsletter
Volume 15, Number 2, April 2006

Whoever heard of Robin Drive?
A few of you may have noticed that some of your incoming mail has a Robin Dr. street
address and a 77351 zip code. After a great deal of investigation, the Postal Service

discovered there is a glitch in the national addressing system! We suggest that if you no-

tice the Robin Dr. address on your mail, you contact the sender and provide them with your

correct address. However, if they are using automated software, the problem could continue

until that software is updated. While this error is being corrected, we will continue to send mail
with this incorrect address on to you.

Important election information included on the back of this issue!

(Please do not rely on Escapees RV Club or the mail service to
keep you fully updated on elections or candidates.)

Tip for General Delivery Mail
We realize many of you use a general deliv-
ery forwarding address from time to time. It
is important to remember that not all post of-
yces accept general delivery mail. Often times,
larger cities, for instance, only accept general
delivery mail at their main branch.

To avoid delayed or returned mail, we suggest
you contact the post ofyce ahead to ensure that
they accept general delivery mail. It never hurts to
let them know you are headed their way.

Also, it is worth the investment to purchase an updated zip
code book, which identiyes all the post ofyces and zip codes
across the country. If you have Internet access, you can also
get information of this sort at www.USPS.com. Members can
opt for zip code information or post ofyce locations.

Flat-Rate Boxes Now Available!

We know that many of you have been anxiously waiting for our announcement allowing you to request pri-
ority pat-rate boxes, in addition to the pat-rate and priority envelope options. The time has ynally come! Our
equipment vendor (Neo-Post) was able to program special software for us so that we can now provide the

larger pat-rate mail box option to you.

The test period for the USPS will not conclude until the end of this year (2006). At that point, they will decide
if they are going to keep the pat-rate box option or discontinue it, but until or unless it is discontinued, we will

have this service available to you.

The postal increase that took effect in January
has changed the rate of the pat-rate box from

$7.70 to $8.10 for any U.S. destination.

Members may opt to have their mail sent in a pat-
rate box every time (but remember, it costs $8.10,
regardless of how much mail is enclosed) or they
can give our staff the ability to make the best deci-
sion, based on weight and volume, for them.




Important 2006 Election Dates:

April 11 Primary Runoff Election

Feb. 10 First day to apply for ballot by mail (if you
did not request runoff ballot on applica-
tion for primary ballot)

April 3 First day of early voting

April 4 Last day to apply for ballot by mail (re-
ceived, not postmarked!)

April 7 Last day of early voting

May 13 Local Option Election
This special election will determine the fol-
lowing two issues:
AThe legal sale of beer and wine for off-
premise consumption only
AThe legal sale of mixed beverages in res-
taurants by food and beverage certiycate
holders only. (Apply for your ballot by mail
now!)

May 5 Returned ballots must be postmarked

May 1-9 Early voting by personal appearance

May 13 City Council and School Board
Texas residents outside the city limits (such
as Rainbowis End) do not qualify for City
Council election. All Polk County resident
voters may vote for school board, but
Escapees RV Club does not encourage off-
site residents to vote in this election.

Nov. 7 General Election

Sept. 8 First day to apply for ballot by mail

Oct. 10 Last day to register to vote

Oct. 23 First day of early voting

Oct. 31 Last day to apply for ballot by mail (must
be received, not postmarked!)

Nov. 3 Last day of early voting

Texas Voter Registrations

A voter registration becomes effective 30 days after it is received
by the Registrar of voters. You must register to vote in the county in
which you reside. If you are submitting your application for registra-
tion by mail and registering for the yrst time in this county, you must
enclose a copy of your valid driverts license (with an address in the
same county in which you are applying).

Itis our understanding that Escapees members may also use a copy
of their Escapees Mail Service membership card (as long as it has
your complete mailing address printed on it) or a Rainbowis End rent
receipt. Other items are accepted as well. For more information, or
to download a Texas voter registration application, go to:

WWW.SO0S.tX.us

or ask us to place one in your mail for you. Be sure you are clear
about which application you are requesting. Be sure and say a Voter
Registration Application, as our staff often sends members their
Absentee Ballot Applications as well.

Filling Out Your Voter Registration Application

If your legal residence is Rainbowis End, but you do not own or
lease a speciyc lot, you would write Rainbowis End, Livingston, TX
in the Residence Address box. The Mailing Address would then
contain your personal mailing address, e.g. __ Rainbow Dr., # ___,
Livingston, TX 77399.

Texas Absentee Ballot Information

Remember, when you apply for a ballot by mail, you must yrst request
an application. Applications for voting by mail will be accepted. Once
your application is received by the County Clerk, a ballot will then
be mailed to you. The ballot must be mailed to an address outside
Polk County, unless you are 65 (or older) or disabled, and you must
indicate your reason for applying for an absentee ballot, e.g. disabled,
away traveling, etc.

We prefer that any members who are under 65 and are traveling out
of state have their ballots sent directly to them at their temporary
address; however, if you simply do not have a dependable tempo-
rary address to have it sent to, you may use the following address:
Your Name, c/o Escapees RV Club, PO Box 1578, Shepherd, TX
77371. Remember, mail going to this box may be slightly delayed,
so it is always best to ask the County Clerk to mail your items to you
directly if at all possible!

Escapees Mail Service agents will collect these ballots from the
PO box and forward them on to you so that you may yll them out
and send them directly to the County Clerk to be counted. Again,
the window of time to request ballots and receive them is relatively
narrow, so think ahead!

Mail application requests and return ballots to:

Early Voting Clerk

PO Drawer 2119

Livingston, TX 77351-9401

Eight Critical Ballot Steps

It is important to yll out your application for ballot very carefully and
completely. There are eight critical boxes that must be completed:

1. Name

2. Residence address

3. Type and date of election (example: General Election/
Nov. 06)

4. Party preference (you must select a party if voting in the
primary)

5. Reason for voting by mail

6. Special instructions for mailing ballot (most of you would

probably indicate iAddress outside of the countyo)

7. Mail my ballot to (when you are voting absentee, you
cannot have your BALLOT sent to any address
in the county in which you are registered unless you are
65 or older or disabled)

8. Sign here (make sure you sign your application), includ-
ing your phone number, which will allow the County Clerk
to contact you if needed!



