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Password Protection 
Perhaps you didn’t realize that 

we offer a password protection 
plan. Escapees Mail Service mem-

bers may give us a password of their 
choice to password protect their mail 

service account. We will enter that into 
your personal ý le. When you call to leave 

instructions, you must have that password, 
or the operators will not enter forwarding 

instructions on the computer. 
    If you decide to use a password, you MUST 

remember to use your password in your e-mails 
and when leaving instructions on our voice mes-

sage machines. A password protects you should 
someone fraudulently attempt to acquire your mail 

and even simple mistakes, like someone acciden-
tally using your code number. 

 
  

Escapees Call Center
We’re excited that our work on the new combined call center 
is almost complete. By remodeling and redesigning our call 
center at headquarters, we will be able to combine all of our 
receptionists and operators into one large professionally ar-
ranged room. This will allow us to route incoming calls to a 
larger bank of personnel, who, in turn, will provide the caller 
quick access to frontline staff. Our systems department has 
redesigned our software so that those who answer your calls 
can access all your Escapees accounts: mail service and 
club status, without transferring you to different departments. 
The new call center will be in operation soon, so look for the 
announcement in Escapees magazine. 
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Important Notice on International Mailings
Each country has its own set of rules and regulations governing 
what may or may not be accepted in their country. The customs 
ofý ce in each country has the right to examine each envelope or 
package being sent and to reject any that contain unacceptable 
items. All countries have restrictions on medicine and vitamins: 
in some cases only the name and amount are required, but in 
many cases a copy of the prescription and a list of ingredients are 
required. Some countries restrict magazines based on content, 
and some require a synopsis be included to cover any video be-
ing sent. It is very difý cult to keep up with all the regulations for 
all the countries our members visit since some of these change 
monthly. Should Escapees Mail Service send something in your 
mail that is unacceptable, you could lose the entire package of 
mail, and Escapees would be liable for large ý nes and the pos-
sible loss of its license. Therefore, Escapees Mail 
Service has had to put procedures in place. We 
will only ship ý rst-class letter mail to anyone 
with an address outside of North America. 
We will be happy to hold all mail until 
your return. When you are going out of 
the country, be sure to take a supply of 
medicine with you or make arrange-
ments for your pharmacy to send 
it direct. Mailings going to Canada 
or Mexico may include magazines, 
newspapers, and newsletters. 

Escapees Call Center

PostalWatch
Escapees has, for many years, been proud to endorse Postal-
Watch, the self-appointed “watch dog” of the U.S. Postal Service. 
PostalWatch was instrumental in alerting groups to potential (or 
what it felt to be unfair) postal legislation and regulations and 
served as an important voice in Washington aiming to protect 
consumer rights in this arena. 
   We are saddened to report that we were recently notiý ed that 
Rick Merritt, founder and Executive Director, of PostalWatch 
passed away in June. At this point, it does not appear that anyone 
will be taking over the reigns of PostalWatch. All donations we 
have recently received will be transferred to our legal defense 
fund unless we hear otherwise from those who have donated.



 Nov. 7	 General Election 
 Sept. 8		 First day to apply for ballot by mail
 Oct. 10 	 Last day to register to vote
 Oct. 23 	 First day of early voting
 Oct. 31		 Last day to apply for ballot by mail (must 	
		  be received, not postmarked!)
 Nov. 3		  Last day of early voting

Texas Voter Registrations
A voter registration becomes effective 30 days after it is received 
by the Registrar of voters. You must register to vote in the county in 
which you reside. If you are submitting your application for registra-
tion by mail and registering for the ýrst time in this county, you must 
enclose a copy of your valid driver’s license (with an address in the 
same county in which you are applying).  

It is our understanding that Escapees members may also use a copy 
of their Escapees Mail Service membership card (as long as it has 
your complete mailing address printed on it) or a Rainbow’s End rent 
receipt. Other items are accepted as well. For more information, or 
to download a Texas voter registration application, go to: 
		         www.sos.state.tx.us 
or ask us to place one in your mail for you. Be sure you are clear 
about which application you are requesting. Be sure and say a Voter 
Registration Application, as our staff often sends members their 
Absentee Ballot Applications as well.

Filling Out Your Voter Registration Application
If your legal residence is Rainbow’s End, but you do not own or 
lease a speciýc lot, you would write Rainbowôs End, Livingston, TX 
in the Residence Address box. The Mailing Address would then 
contain your personal mailing address, e.g. ___ Rainbow Dr., # ___, 
Livingston, TX 77399. 

Texas Absentee Ballot Information
Remember, when you apply for a ballot by mail, you must ýrst re-
quest an application. Fill out the application (see Eight Critical Ballot 
steps*) and mail it to the address shown on the application. Once 
your application is received by the County Clerk, a ballot will then 
be mailed to you. The ballot must be mailed to an address outside 
Polk County, unless you are 65 (or older) or disabled, and you must 
indicate your reason for applying for an absentee ballot, e.g. disabled, 
away traveling, etc.

Receiving Your Ballot
We prefer that any members who are under 65 and are traveling 
out of state have their ballots sent directly to them at their current 
location or temporary address; however, if you simply do not have 
a dependable temporary address to have it sent to, you may use 
the following address: Your Name, c/o Escapees RV Club, PO Box 
1578, Shepherd, TX 77371. Remember, mail going to this box may 
be slightly delayed, so it is always best to ask the County Clerk to 
mail your items to you directly if at all possible!  

Escapees Mail Service agents will collect these ballots from the 
PO box and forward them on to you so that you may ýll them out 
and send them directly to the County Clerk to be counted. Again, 
the window of time to request ballots and receive them is relatively 
narrow, so think ahead!
Mail application requests and return ballots to: 
Early Voting Clerk 
PO Drawer 2119
Livingston, TX 77351-9401 

Eight Critical Ballot Steps* 

It is important to ýll out your application for ballot very carefully and 
completely. There are eight critical boxes that must be completed: 

1.  Name 

2.  Residence address

3.   Type and date of election (example: General Election/Nov. 06)

4.  Party preference (you must select a party if voting in a primary,   	
     not required otherwise)

5.  Reason for voting by mail (Disabled, traveling out of state, etc.)

6.  Special instructions for mailing ballot (most of you would prob-	
     ably indicate “Address outside of the county”)

7.  Mail my ballot to (when you are voting absentee, you cannot 	
      have your BALLOT sent to any address in the county in which  	
     you are registered unless you are 65 or older or disabled)

8.   Sign here (make sure you sign your application), including your    	
     phone number, which will allow the County Clerk to contact you  	
     if needed!  

                                     
Escapees Hosts Political Forum

When:  October 4, 2006 from 12:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Where:  Rainbow’s End activity center located off Highway 
146 and Care Center Drive. 

Who:  All state and local candidates running in the Election 
(November 7, 2006).

What:  This is an opportunity for all candidates to share their 
platforms with constituents. 

Forum Presentation:  Each candidate will be given ýve min-
utes to address the audience. Once all candidates have spoken, 
questions will be taken from the þoor.

We expect most of the local candidates and many state level candidates to attend. Join us 
and learn more about their individual platforms. 


